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GALLERY CALENDAR 
(Subject to adjustment) 

Painting by Miriam Dalley of the society's senior children's art class. 

Dec-Jan 3 
Jan 6-27 
Jan 5-15 
Jan 17-30 
Jan 21 -Feb 5 
Jan 29-Feb 14 
Feb 1-13 
Feb 8-15 
Feb 18-March 1 
Feb 17-March 1 
Feb 18-29 
March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 
December 

CSA Junior Art 
Canadian Colour Photography 
Bashir Baraki 
Richard Coburn 
The Crafts of China 
Aldwyth Renault 
S. H. Mahon 
Public Library Collection 
Star Schools 
Larry Bell 
Doris Hunt 
Arts Festival Exhibition "Land 76' 
Maurice Angelo 
Linda Smith 
CSA Annual Autumn Exhibition 
Rosemary Campbell 
Light & Vision Structure 
Margaret Woolley 
Graeme Clement 
Nr-A^-Henwng 
Gladys Keeley 

• L. & J. Royal 
Chris Hignett 
Tony Geddes 
Gwenda Turner 
Llew Summers 
Tibetan Carpets 
Alan Pearson 
Barry Brickell 
CSA Open Exhibition 
Neville Sinclair 
Lily Lewis 
National Weaving Award 
Major Tonkin 
Bill Cumming 
Town & Country Art Group 
Sally Powell 
Morgan Jones 
Weavers 
CSA Spring Exhibition 
The Group 
Canterbury Potters 
Chris Grosz 
Benson & Hedges 
Ron Jorgenson 
CSA Summer Exhibition 
Junior Art 

Exhibitions are mounted with the assistance of the QE II Arts Council 



New Members INTERNATIONAL FAME FOR CSA Other Centres . 
(The Society welcomes the following new members) 

Mrs Marina Shaw 
Mr Peter Gray 
Dr A. H. Meikleham 
Mr A. W. Franks 
Leila Kelly 
Burnside High School 
Mr Nell Mence 
Miss Rae Dawson 
Mrs Elaine Soanes 
Mr & Mrs P. Hampton 
Mrs Elizabeth Stevens 
Miss Robyn Willis 
Mr H. A. Isdale 
Mr Michael O'Malley 
Mr C. A. Hignett 
Mr Paul Johns 
Miss Jennifer Louch 
Miss Gail Emmitt 
Mr John Atkinson 
Mr J. Armitage 
Mr S. A. Mahon 
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We reprint part of an interview with Reinis Zus-
ters, currently in Canada. This was published in 
Latvija Amerika last August. We thought a few might 
find themselves in difficulties, so here is the English 
translation. 

"Very interesting are the pictures of Zusters exhibi
tion in Christchurch, New Zealand, which took place 
last autumn (Northern Hemisphere season) and was so 
far, his widest one-man exhibition. On show was work 
done in the last five years. To save paintings over such 
a long period requires considerable self-discipline, 
which is a necessity for Zusters in order to gain the 
stimulus for his artistic creativity and the essential 
feeling of direction. 

"Several of his paintings exhibited in Christchurch 
were quite enormous - the dimensions were extended, 
often combining three, four or over five panels. 

"With open enthusiasm the artist speaks of the Art 
Gallery in Christchurch, which is a co-operative enter
prise of New Zealand artists, and the most impressive 
one Zusters has seen anywhere in the world. 

"In general Reinis Zusters has a very definite and 
negative opinion of the commercial art gallery system, 
which in his view serves only the selfish interests of the 
proprietors. Zusters predicts in the near future the 
decline of this system in Europe and Australia. Due to 
obvious opposition by the artists and the art-loving 
public the importance of the (commercial) galleries has 
diminished. 

"With irony, Zusters recalls his exhibition in Toronto 
in 1968, which was organised by a New York gallery. 
Although a large number of his paintings were sold for 
quite a considerable sum, the artist himself received 
less than 10 per cent." 

1976 KELLIHER ART AWARD 
Last day for entry forms Jan. 30th 1976. 
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The exhibitions 

Public Library Collection. 

February 8 - 1 5 

A se lec t ion of th i r ty pa in t ings now w i t h d r a w n f r o m the 
Publ ic L ib ra ry ' s hire co l l ec t i on . These pa in t ings we re pur 
c h a s e d by the fo rmer L ibrar ian Mr Ron O'Rei l ly . The exh ib i 
t ion wil l i nc lude wo rks by Co l in M c C a h o n , Margare t S tuddar t , 
Rita A n g u s , Toss Woo l l as ton , Dor is Lusk , Ol ivia Spence r -
Bower a n d others . 

Bashir Baraki - Drawings 

Jan 5 - 1 5 

This exh ib i t ion compr i ses d raw ings d o n e over the last e ight 
mon ths - mainly wo rk ing d raw ings for pa in t ings - penc i l , 
acry l ic work , and penci l and co l lage . 

Canada: An Exhibition of Colour 
Photography. Jan 6 -27 

In this collection colour photography and poetry are 
brought together to present A Portrait of Canada. The 
collection first appeared in book form especially com
missioned in a limited edition of 500 copies by the 
Canadian Government as its official gift to the Queen 
and to visiting heads of government to commemorate 
the Commonwealth Conference held in Ottawa in 
August, 1973. The book and the photographic collec
tion and the exhibition itself were produced by the Still 
Photography Division of the National Film Board of 
Canada, Montreal. It comprised 67 frames which in
cludes 12 frames of Canadian poetry. 

The Crafts of China -
Jan 21 - Feb 5 

Chinese arts and crafts have a long history, a high 
level of skill and distinctive national styles. There are 
numerous categories and their centres of production 
are very widespread. Since the founding of the People's 

Republic of China, the policies of literature and art have 
been: "making the past serve the present and foreign 
things serve China" and "letting a hundred flowers 
blossom; weeding through the old to bring forth the 
new". Workers, peasants and soldiers have created 
artworks with new content and style, on the basis of 
inheriting and developing the fine traditions of national 
art. As a result, works of contemporary or historical 
themes, and articles of simple folk arts or elegant 
applied arts have emerged in large quantities. Chinese 
arts and crafts today are blooming "more gaily than 
ever". Their development has enriched the material and 
cultural life of the people and contr ibuted to the 
promotion of cultural exchanges with foreign countries. 

This exhibition will include ivory carving, jade carv
ing, stone carving, wood carving, painted figurines, 
ceramics, embroidery, tapestry and carpet, woollen 
needle-point tapestry, lacquer ware, cloisonne, filigree, 
woven articles, and brocade and printed fabrics. 

BALLINS INDUSTRIES LTD. 
Wine and Spirit Merchants 

Aerated Water and Cordials 
A taste is not enough. 
Be wise, buy economy 
family size soft dr ink. 
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Richard Coburn - "Cloud Chamber Echos" 
(Drawings) Jan 17-30. 
Born Ch r i s t chu rch 1955 . 
Largely self taught . 
One Man Exhib i t ion Nelson 1974 & 1975 . 
Will be exh ib i t ing smal l d raw ings in c r a y o n , penc i l a n d inks. 

Aldwyth Renaut - Embroidery & Tapestry 

Jan 29 - Feb 14 

A L D W Y T H RENAUT s tud ied and ob ta ined her D ip loma in Fine 
Ar ts at Can te rbu ry Schoo l of Ar t , ma jo r ing in embro i de r y a n d 
des ign under Lou ise Hende rson and Jas. A. Johns tone . 

Subsequen t l y she he lped to p ioneer the inc lus ion of " a r t " 
as a recogn ised seconda ry schoo l sub jec t , c yc l i ng danger 
ous ly be tween Gir ls ' H igh , Se lwyn House a n d West Chr is t 
c h u r c h ca r ry ing m u c h of the avai lable equ ipmen t w i th her. It 
w a s du r ing this per iod that she s tud ied a n d i n t r oduced h a n d 
weav ing into these schoo ls . 

She later s tud ied des ign at the L o n d o n Schoo l of Art but the 
y e a r s of W o r l d War I I , d u r i n g w h i c h s h e w o r k e d in an 
eng inee r i ng d r a w i n g o f f i ce , ha l ted her ca ree r as a fabr ic 
des igner bo th for woven mater ia ls and as head des igner for a 
F rench s tud io of si lk pa in ters a n d d e c o r a t o r s , a n d f inal ly 
e n d e d it w h e n she re turned home . 

S o m e commiss ions fo l lowed for the visual a ids sec t ion of 
the Educa t ion Depar tment but she re tu rned to her first love of 
weav ing and embro ide ry as soon as t ime was on her s ide. 

She is sti l l i n f l uenced by t he s t ress her ear ly t e a c h e r s 
p laced on met icu lous at tent ion to des i gn , co lour , tex tu re and 
tasteful p resenta t ion . The decora t i ve panels she wil l present 
c o v e r e x a m p l e s of e m b r o i d e r y a n d t a p e s t r y w e a v i n g in 
Gobe l i n , Greek Soumak, Egypt ian and Swed ish knot 
t echn iques . 

Her s ignature " J O " is a n i c k nam e w h i c h has s tuck s ince 
the war years w h e n cosmopo l i t an a c q u a i n t a n c e s f o u n d her 
Welsh first name and French s u r n a m e too m u c h of a 
mou th fu l . 

She says: " I have reached the s tage w h e n I c a n w o r k 
ent i re ly for my o w n pleasure but if o thers a lso get p leasure 
f r o m it, this wi l l be a del ight fu l b o n u s . " 

S. H. Mahon - "A Nepalese Exper ience" 

(Paint ings). Feb 1 - 1 3 
Says: " M y pa in t ings are a few ideas I b rough t back f rom a 

recent visit to Nepa l . 
" T h e y are persona l g l impses of shapes and a w a y of life 

pecu l iar t o th is smal l coun t r y w h i c h is unde rgo ing a most 
in terest ing c h a n g e . A 'Western invas ion ' is s lowly tak ing over 
t rad i t ions and values in a coun t ry whe re these have ensu red 
s u r v i v a l in t h e pas t . I d o no t t h i n k t h e g e n t l e S h e r p a s 

unders tand the ' invas ion ' ; they just a c c e p t it a n d c h a n g e wi th 
it, unpro tes t ing , but a r o u n d t hem a w a y of life is d y i n g . " 

Larry Bell - Photography. Feb 17 - Mar 1 

B o r n Hast ings 1955 . 
At present e m p l o y e d as hand t ypographer . 
Held an exh ib i t i on of pa in t ings a n d a smal l n u m b e r of 

p h o t o g r a p h s d u r i n g the '74 C o m m o n w e a l t h G a m e s . They 
were presented in h i red premises in Cashe l Street. 

Says : " T h e c o l l e c t i o n of p h o t o g r a p h s a re e s s e n t i a l l y 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e in tha t t h e y s p a n t w o y e a r s of s p a s m o d i c 
pho tograph ic act iv i ty. They ref lect my persona l v iew of life in 
its many fo rms a n d s t range twists of d i ve rs i t y . " 

Al l pho tog raphs wil l be for sale at $ 2 0 a n d $25 . 

Doris Hunt - Watercolours. Feb 18 - 29 
Says: " M y first a c q u a i n t a n c e wi th co lou r w a s under Cec i l 

Kel ly at the Schoo l of Art w h e r e we we re taugh t w i th a very 
l imited palette. I was awa rded t w o first pr izes at one T o w n & 
Coun t r y art exh ib i t ion . Some t ime a g o I put on a o n e - m a n 
show at the Universi ty of Can te rbu ry c l ub rooms . 

" T h e M c D o u g a l l Ga l l e ry b o u g h t o n e of my l a n d s c a p e 
wa te rco lou rs abou t t w o years ago . 

" I paint pure ly to express myself a n d whe the r they are 
success fu l or not, I f ind the expe r ience most sat is fy ing a n d 
r e w a r d i n g . " 

\2/ 
Guenter Taemmler 

Contemporary Jewellery 

GOLDSMITH 
186a Papanui Road Christchurch 

Telephone 557-6 51 
JEWELLERY POTTERY WOODWARE 

Tasman Gallery Ltd 
72 G L O U C E S T E R STREET 

(only 2 doors from CSA Gallery) 
# Individual, Artistic picture-framing 
= f c Dedicated, Expert Art-restoring 
# Large Collection of framed and unframed 

prints 
# Valuation of paintings etc. 
# Repair, regllding old frames 

TASNAN GALLERY 
I. Jerphanion, Director 

THE BOOK SHOP 
for books on art, films, photography, craft etc. also art prints and posters - plus records. 
the book shop is on the corner 
of Worcester and montreal sts. 



From W. S. Baverstock's brother 
My grateful thanks for your kind expression of sym

pathy with me in the loss of my beloved brother, my 
lifelong comrade and friend. He never spared himself in 
the service of artists, a great many of whom were his 
personal friends, and of the visual arts. It is a self 
evident fact that his strenuous work caused the Can
terbury Society of Arts to survive during very difficult 
times. Both at the C.S.A. and at the McDougall Gallery 
he worked without staff and without complaint. He was 
indeed very grateful for your personal help in the 
exhibition of his own work. He loved all that is beautiful 
and of good report. Never have I heard him say any
thing harsh and ungenerous about anyone and if he 
heard any ill of another, he never repeated it. He 
devoted much of his life to promoting the health and 
happiness of God's little children. Together with Miss 
Cora Wilding and the late Dr Currie he founded the 
Sunlight League of Canterbury. He was on the com
mittee which planned the health camps of New Zealand 
and together with the two Misses Enwright and Dr E. 
Reilly founded the Glenelg Health Camp and personally 
transferred the funds of the Sunlight League (£. 6000) 
to Glenelg to start that camp in 1935. From then on, he 

was on the management committee of Glenelg and did 
an immense amount of work for it. At the McDougall 
Gallery, he mounted 90 major exhibitions and many 
minor ones. It was one of his great joys to usher 
classes, many classes, of little children round the 
gallery and to explain everything. He carried out many 
improvements to that building. He provided a lighted 
access to the gallery from Rolleston Avenue when 
previously there was only a muddy track. He planned 
the present night entrance and a large store room. He 
installed picture rails throughout the whole gallery 
where there were none before, and, believe me, it was 
extremely difficult to hang any paintings at all. He 
cleaned and reframed most of the permanent collec
t ion. The idea of extending the gallery to provide 
adequate accommodation for travelling shows was his. 
He more than once placed his plans before the City 
Council committee but nothing eventuated. He provid
ed a totally different and far more effective central 
heating system and had a very defective roof totally 
repaired. His archives and records are very extensive 
and I now have the extensive and sad task of classifying 
them. He has much information concerning the CSA, 

the McDougall Gallery and the Group Show of which he 
was a foundation member. 

Again with grateful thanks, 
Yours etc. 

H. S. Baverstock 
Mr Baverstock was elected a working member of the 

society in 1917 and was appointed secretary in 1943, a 
position he held until 1959. 

As a young man he won two scholarships at the 
Canterbury College of Art and was awarded a first class 
diploma by the Society of Arts. He was an honorary life 
member Of the CSA. 

CSA Gallery hours 
M O N D A Y - T H U R S D A Y 1 0 a . m . - 4 . 3 0 p .m. 

F R I D A Y 1 0 a . m . - 8 p.m. 
S A T U R D A Y - S U N D A Y 2 p . m . - 4 . 3 0 p.m. 
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POTTERY NOTES 
The Christmas period always seems to be a quiet time 
for pottery groups. Their members are usually far too 
busy on their individual projects for group activities, so 
apart from the usual Christmas break-up, most seem to 
close until the New Year. In the New Year the Canter
bury Potters' Association has heard they will be able to 

take possession of their own first rooms in the Arts 
Centre, so it will be a busy year to decide how to run 
them and what equipment will be necessary. 

The Canterbury potters ace pleased to be able to 
congratulate Lawrence Ewing for having one of his 
large storage jars bought from the National Exhibition in 

Hastings by Foreign Affairs. Congratulations are also 
due to Hazel McCaughern - her bowl, and my bottle, 
which were chosen to go to South East Asia last year, 
have now been bought for the Auckland Museum. 

Photographs are of pots made by Lawrence Ewing 
and exhibited earlier this year in Studio 3 9 3 . 

(Photographs by Keith Nicolson) DENISE WELSFORD 





Preliminary Notice for Adult 
Workshop 

We propose to hold a workshop from 20 - 30 April, 
the hours to be from 7.30 to 10.00 p.m. 

The tutors will be Gavin Bishop and Ross Gray. Gavin 
has D.F.A., with Honours, from University of Canterbury 
School of Fine Arts and is head of the art department at 
Linwood High School. Ross Gray teaches art at Lin-
wood and has a D.F.A. from Canterbury University. 

The course of nine evenings will cover design, 
drawing, life drawing, and painting. Space will be a 
problem, therefore we must limit the classes to 30. 

Further information and the pre-enrolment form will 
be in the next newsletter. 

Continuation of the 

"Civil ization Ser ies" . 

With the success of the four f i lms s h o w n f rom the B B C . 
ser ies, we plan in c o n j u n c t i o n wi th the W.E.A. to s h o w the 
remain ing eight f i lms du r i ng this year. 16 sc reen ings wil l be 
on a once a mon th basis, beg inn ing in M a r c h / A p r i l . 

Children's art classes 

The Junior and Senior Art classes have had a rapid 
growth for this year, and a Saturday afternoon class for 
those children who are unable to attend on Saturday 
mornings has been introduced. Under the guidance of 
the tutors, Christine Callingham, Michael Ebel, and 
Bashir Baraki, the classes have moved rapidly in growth 
and in the introduction of new areas of the handcrafts. 
The 70 or so students have produced interesting work. 
This year also saw the introduction of May and August 
holiday workshops, which have proved to be very 
successful and much needed for young people to 
extend themselves in creative scopes. These holiday 
workshops will continue in the new year and dates have 
been worked out for these. Music and drama were 
introduced into the classes this year, and this has 
enabled students to open up in their creative 
expression. 

At the time of writing all classes were working on an 
end-of-year play -.this has involved the working out of 
the theme, the making of masks, sets, and some 
movement of dance. The children have been encour
aged to draw from nature, and this has had very 
satisfying achievements for the children as well as for 
the tutors. There has been tremendous interest shown 
in the classes by the parents, and this has been en

couraging to the tutors. The aim of the CSA and the 
tutors of the Children's Art Classes is to encourage the 
talent and interest shown by the children attending the 
classes provided, and we trust that this will continue to 
grow from strength to strength. 

The tutors would like to thank Mr R. R. Laidlaw for the 
interest and encouragement shown by him in the 
activities of all classes and workshops - and our sincere 
thanks to Mrs J. Mowat for her help in the enrolments 
and organisation of classes. 

Remember to enrol your child for the Saturday Art 
Classes, commencing February 14. 

SEVERAL ARTS 
809 COLOMBO STREET, CHRISTCHURCH 
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Less depressing 

Dear Sir, 
Earlier this year, as a result of a minor accident, I had 

to receive treatment at the Christchurch Public Hospi
tal's casualty department. 

The depressing lack of any paintings to brighten up 
the waiting room impelled me to decide to donate a 
landscape to the hospital. This was received so gra
tefully that I feel it may be a good idea to suggest that 
other CSA members also donate a painting to hospitals. 
Perhaps this suggestion could be circularised via the 
News. 

Yours sincerely, 

MRS ZITA SAUNDERS. 

Painting by Susan Instone of the junior c /a j 

ROWNEY T o p Q u a l i t y 

A r t i s t s M a t e r i a l s 

Oil Colours, Water Colours, Acrylic Colours, Brushes. 
Palettes — Everything for the Artist 

M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F A R T I S T S M A T E R I A L S 
S I N C E 1789 
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Installation and Repairs 

Exclusive New Zealand Made 
and 

Imported Handcrafts 

142 Gloucester St , Christchurch 
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Book our 800 sq. ft. Gallery now 
for your next Exhibition. 
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see 
FISHERS 
100 Years of Experience at your 
service for 

THE BIGGEST SELECTION OF 

REPRODUCTIONS IN THE S O U T H 

CHOICE F R A M I N G 

RESTORING PICTURES 

D A M A G E D OR M O U L D E D 
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Weaver of tapestry 
By Garry Arthur 

IDA L O U G H , a p ioneer in New Zea land of the 2000 -yea r -o ld 
art of tapest ry weav ing , has just c o m p l e t e d her largest a n d 
possib ly her f inest wo rk - a g l o w i n g wal l -s ized tapest ry w h i c h 
wil l su r round the tabernac le in the new side chape l of the 
Cathedra l of the Blessed Sac ramen t in Ba rbadoes Street. 

It has taken her most of the year, but it has been a labour of 
love, c o m m i s s i o n e d by the c h u r c h in the exac t t rad i t ion of the 
Middle Ages w h e n tapestry weavers were ca l led on to fu rn ish 
the great ca thedra ls and cast les of Europe . 

Its tit le is Earth With Heaven United and Christ the Lord of 
All. Ida Lough descr ibes it as nei ther natural is t ic nor h u m a n 
istic in c o n c e p t , but ent irely re l ig ious. 

She s tar ted the tapest ry in m id -January , a n d f in ished the 
th ree-day job of sew ing the th ree pane ls toge ther at the e n d 
of November . It w a s a long job , but she hopes it wil l last 100 
years . 

The work is 9ft h igh by 8ft w ide . O n her b e d r o o m wall it 
looked eno rmous , but w h e n they first hung it in the Cathedra l 
she felt it l ooked like a pos tage s tamp. " I w a s surpr ised at 
how the sca le was r e d u c e d , " she sa id . " T h e co lou rs were 
reduced in intensi ty too , because of the sou th l ight. Here at 
h o m e I've been wo rk ing wi th the sun on it a n d s o m e of the 
co lou rs looked a lmost gar ish . It c h a n g e s wi th the l ight of day , 
and it wil l be interest ing to see it under the play of natura l a n d 
art i f ic ial l ight in the c a t h e d r a l . " 

Ida L o u g h is a d e s i g n e r - w e a v e r , jus t l ike t he t apes t r y 
weavers of the Middle Ages . She des igns as she goes - on 
the loom. For the ca thedra l tapest ry she was to ld there was to 
be no symbo l i sm, no pat te rn , a n d no des ign . " C o l o u r was all 
I had le f t , " she sa id , " s o there is no d i rec t symbo l i sm in it, but 
there is a t h e m e , exp ressed in the t i t le - ear th g o i n g up 
t h rough sea to sky a n d the c o s m o s . " 

Her dec is ion to learn to weave c o i n c i d e d wi th the rather 
sudden wor ld -w ide revival of the craf t m o v e m e n t in the mid 
1950 's . "Scand inav ia had never s t o p p e d , " she sa id , " b u t the 
rest of the Industr ia l Revo lu t ion coun t r i es had lost all their 
c ra f t w o r k . " Her o w n in te res t w a s i nsp i r ed by a visit t o 
Scand inav ia in 1954 . W h e n she c a m e h o m e she b o r r o w e d a 
loom, was s h o w n h o w to set it up , a n d b e g a n to learn the 
weav ing craf t . " I ' m c red i ted w i th s tar t ing it h e r e , " she sa id , 
" b u t it just sp rang up here a n d eve rywhe re e l s e . " 

T e n years a g o she d e c i d e d that of al l t h e a s p e c t s of 
weav ing , each of wh i ch took a l i fet ime to deve lop , tapest ry 
interested her most . It is the s lowest of all weav ing me thods 
and Ida Lough says it canno t be taugh t - on ly learned. 

Her def in i t ion of tapest ry is: a h a n d w o v e n text i le w h e r e the 
w a r p is comp le te ly covered by in te r rup ted wef ts . 

It w a s her memory of see ing the beaut i fu l Go th i c tapest r ies 
in t he C luny M u s e u m in Paris in 1934 that d e c i d e d her. 
" W h e n I saw them I had no idea wha t they w e r e , " she recal ls . 
" I t h o u g h t they w e r e e m b r o i d e r i e s . T o m e t hey a re t h e 
abso lu te peak of w e a v i n g . " 

For years she had persevered wi th the p iano , t h ink ing that 
it w a s in mus ic that she w ished to express herself . N o w she 
w ishes she had d iscovered tapest ry 10 years sooner . She 
feels that she is still on ly at the beg inn ing . Her o w n w o r k w a s 
in ter rupted by an 11-year stint of t each ing weav ing at the 
Shel tered W o r k s h o p . 

She does not under take many commiss i ons , qu i te f rank ly 
admi t t ing that she does not like t h e m . " I have the amateu r 
a p p r o a c h to my w o r k , " she exp la ined . " I d o it for my o w n 
p l e a s u r e . " Even so , n o w tha t t h e c a t h e d r a l t a p e s t r y is 
comp le te , she wil l tu rn her h a n d to ano the r w o r k c o m m i s 
s ioned for the Nat ional Gal lery co l lec t ion in We l l i ng ton . But it 
wil l not be as big as the ca thedra l tapest ry . She has been 
g iven a comp le te ly f ree hand wi th the sub jec t , the size a n d 
even the pr ice. 

What she really en joys do ing is a domes t i c tapest ry - a 
p iece abou t 54 in by 30 in for the wal l of a h o m e . Even s u c h a 
modes t size as that wil l take three mon ths to c o m p l e t e in her 
b e d r o o m stud io . 

" I l ike to sit d o w n , " she sa id , " a n d if I have an idea of say, 
water g rasses or s o m e t h i n g , to d o that - not to be c o n f i n e d to 
an abs t rac t pat tern or a par t icu lar co lour . Tapes t ry takes so 
long that you don ' t like t o be r es t r i c t ed . " 

She never starts off w i th any th ing o n paper - i ndeed , she 
says that she canno t d raw. Having t hough t of the sub jec t she 
goes st ra ight to the loom and des igns as she weaves . 

After 10 years in w h i c h a h o b b y has g r o w n into a c o n 
sum ing interest, she feels she has o v e r c o m e most of the 
di f f icul t ies pecu l iar to the art of tapest ry . " I c a n now d o wha t I 
wan t to d o in d e s i g n , " she sa id , " a n d that is some th ing to 
arr ive at in tapest ry , I c a n tell y o u . " 

No spec ia l t echn iques are needed , she says. A n y o n e w h o 
can weave can d o it, but it is an intensi f ied f o r m of weav ing -
m u c h m o r e d e m a n d i n g and m u c h s lower . " A lot of very 
beaut i fu l wal l hang ings take only one- ten th of the t ime of 
t apes t r y . " 

Her mater ia ls are carpe t woo ls , chemica l l y dyed by exper ts 
wi th co lou rs that are as du rab le as any can be in the s t rong 
New Zea land l ight. The carpe t woo l has exac t l y the robust 
qual i ty and tex ture needed for her tapest ry . 

Her w o r k has b e e n so ld in t he Un i t ed S ta tes , B r i t a i n , 
G e r m a n y , F r a n c e , Aus t ra l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d . S h e has 



exh ib i ted in L o n d o n , Stut tgart ( tw ice ) , C a n a d a , J a p a n , a n d 
Aust ra l ia as wel l as New Zea land . This year she was guest 
exh ib i to r at the Dowse Gal lery in Lower Hutt . 

She has w o r k e d t h r o u g h a number of t hemes - cand les , 
wa te rg rasses , the t rees of Hag ley Park - and has p lenty of 
o t he r i deas m i l l i ng a r o u n d in her m i n d . T h e w o r k is s o 
pa ins tak ing that she c o u l d never bear to repeat one , a n d 
e a c h tapest ry comp le ted has been di f ferent f r om every o ther 
one , a l t hough she f inds that one wil l g row out of another . She 
has d o n e at least 20 of her very first t heme - the Hagley Park 
ser ies of t ree s tud ies, one of the best of w h i c h was lost en 
route to an exh ib i t ion in Osaka. One of her " W a t e r G r a s s e s " 
tapest r ies is in the McDouga l l Gal lery. 

Ida L o u g h w a s a p ionee r of t a p e s t r y w e a v i n g in N e w 
Zea land , but she is no longer a lone in the f ie ld . " A number of 
o n - c o m i n g tapest ry weavers are show ing great p r o m i s e , " she 
sa id . " O n e is El izabeth A rno ld w h o took a pr ize at the Dowse 
Gal lery. She t ra ined at the Can te rbu ry Universi ty Schoo l of 
Art w h e n it had a weav ing depar tmen t , under F lo rence 
A k i n s . " 

A tapestry from Ida Lough's Hagley Park series. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS - C h i n e s e c r a f t 

White wooden plate 

I 

grape design. — Diligent herdsmen with their strong horses. — Woman tractor driver of Tai nationality 

Stoneware - tea set with plum blossom design.—Stoneware - long handled pot. —Pickle jar with carved floral design. 
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